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  Introduction



As of the current date (2023-06-15), adding react-pdf to a Create React App (CRA) project by default is not possible due to the upgraded Webpack version in CRA to Webpack 5. However, we can use Craco, a tool that allows us to modify the Webpack configuration without ejecting from CRA, to safely integrate react-pdf into our project.


To understand why we need to use Craco and how it helps us overcome the limitations, you can refer to this comment on GitHub: react-pdf issue #1029.



  
  
  Steps




  
  
  Step 1: Initialize the project



Initialize the project by running the following command in your terminal:





npm init react-app react-pdf-cra




    





or





yarn create react-app react-pdf-cra




    


Then navigate to the project directory:





cd react-pdf-cra




    



  
  
  Step 2: Add the required dependencies



Install the required dependencies by running the following command:





npm install @react-pdf/renderer browserify-fs node-polyfill-webpack-plugin process webpack pako assert browserify-zlib buffer process stream-browserify util




    


or





yarn add @react-pdf/renderer browserify-fs node-polyfill-webpack-plugin process webpack pako assert browserify-zlib buffer process stream-browserify util




    


The dependencies include:


	
@react-pdf/renderer: The main library for creating PDFs using React components.
	
browserify-fs: A browserify-compatible version of the Node.js fs module.
	
node-polyfill-webpack-plugin: A Webpack plugin that provides polyfills for Node.js core modules.
	
process: A browser-compatible version of the Node.js process object.
	
webpack: The Webpack module bundler.
	
pako: A zlib implementation in JavaScript.
	
assert: The Node.js assert module.
	
browserify-zlib: A browserify-compatible version of the Node.js zlib module.
	
buffer: A browserify-compatible version of the Node.js buffer module.
	
stream-browserify: A browserify-compatible version of the Node.js stream module.
	
util: The Node.js util module.



For the development dependency, install:





npm install -D @craco/craco




    


or





yarn add -D @craco/craco




    



  
  
  Step 3: Initialize Craco



Replace the package.json scripts with:





"scripts": {
  "start": "craco start",
  "build": "craco build",
  "test": "craco test",
  "eject": "craco eject"
}




    


Create a craco.config.js file in the project's root directory:





touch craco.config.js




    


Inside the craco.config.js file, add the following configuration:





const webpack = require("webpack");
const NodePolyfillPlugin = require("node-polyfill-webpack-plugin");

module.exports = {
  webpack: {
    configure: {
      resolve: {
        fallback: {
          process: require.resolve("process/browser"),
          zlib: require.resolve('@react-pdf/zlib'),
          stream: require.resolve("stream-browserify"),
          util: require.resolve("util"),
          buffer: require.resolve("buffer"),
          asset: require.resolve("assert"),
          fs: require.resolve('browserify-fs'),
        },
      },
      plugins: [
        new webpack.ProvidePlugin({
          Buffer: ["buffer",

 "Buffer"],
          process: "process/browser.js",
        }),
        new NodePolyfillPlugin(),
      ],
    },
  },
};




    



  
  
  Step 4: Modify the App component



Replace the contents of ./src/App.js with the following code:





import "./App.css";
import React from "react";
import { Page, Text, View, Document, StyleSheet } from "@react-pdf/renderer";

// Create styles
const styles = StyleSheet.create({
  page: {
    flexDirection: "row",
    backgroundColor: "#E4E4E4",
  },
  section: {
    margin: 10,
    padding: 10,
    flexGrow: 1,
  },
});

function App() {
  return (
    <div className="App">
      <Document>
        <Page size="A4" style={styles.page}>
          <View style={styles.section}>
            <Text>Section #1</Text>
          </View>
          <View style={styles.section}>
            <Text>Section #2</Text>
          </View>
        </Page>
      </Document>
    </div>
  );
}

export default App;




    



  
  
  Step 5: Run the application



Start the application by running the following command:





npm start




    


or





yarn start




    


The application should now be running, and you should see the PDF displayed.



  
  
  Conclusion



In conclusion, by using Craco and modifying the Webpack configuration, we can integrate react-pdf into a Create React App project without the need to eject. This allows us to leverage the power of React components to create PDFs within our application.


Certainly! Here's the updated version with the Troubleshooting section added:



  
  
  Troubleshooting



If you encounter an error message like Module not found: Error: ...... You attempted to import which falls outside of the project src/ directory. Relative imports outside of src/ are not supported., you can try the following steps to resolve it:


	Open the craco.config.js file.

	
Replace the existing content with the following code:



const webpack = require("webpack");
const NodePolyfillPlugin = require("node-polyfill-webpack-plugin");

const baseConfig = {
  webpack: {
    configure: {
      resolve: {
        fallback: {
          process: require.resolve("process/browser"),
          zlib: require.resolve('@react-pdf/zlib'),
          stream: require.resolve("stream-browserify"),
          util: require.resolve("util"),
          buffer: require.resolve("buffer"),
          asset: require.resolve("assert"),
          fs: require.resolve('browserify-fs'),
        },
      },
      plugins: [
        new webpack.ProvidePlugin({
          Buffer: ["buffer", "Buffer"],
          process: "process/browser.js",
        }),
        new NodePolyfillPlugin(),
      ],
    },
  },
};

const additionalConfig = {
  webpack: {
    configure: webpackConfig => {
      const scopePluginIndex = webpackConfig.resolve.plugins.findIndex(
        ({ constructor }) => constructor && constructor.name === 'ModuleScopePlugin'
      );
      webpackConfig.resolve.plugins.splice(scopePluginIndex, 1);
      return webpackConfig;
    },
  },
};

module.exports = {
  ...baseConfig,
  ...additionalConfig,
};




	Save the changes to the craco.config.js file.




By applying these modifications to the configuration, the error related to module imports outside of the src/ directory should be resolved.



  
  
  Sources



	react-pdf issue #1029
	react-pdf issue #1029 comment
	Stack Overflow: Hosted images with react-pdf
	GitHub: web-starter-kit issue #112




          

        
          
      
        
          
            Top comments (0)
          

        



        
          
            Subscribe
          

        

      

      

          






  

    
    
    

  
    
  
  
    
      


    


    
      
        Personal
        Trusted User
      

      
      

      
      


      
        Create template
      
      Templates let you quickly answer FAQs or store snippets for re-use.

    


    


    
      Submit
      Preview
      Dismiss
    

  


  





        
        

      


      


  
  Code of Conduct
  •
  Report abuse





  
  
  
    
      
        Are you sure you want to hide this comment? It will become hidden in your post, but will still be visible via the comment's permalink.
      

      
        
        Hide child comments as well

      
      
        
          Confirm
        
      

    


  For further actions, you may consider blocking this person and/or reporting abuse






      

      
        

      


          
    Read next

      
        
          
              
          
          
            Demystifying React Folder Structure with Vite: A Comprehensive Guide

            
              Debraj Roy - Feb 16
            

          

        

      
      
        
          
              
          
          
            Figma to React: Enhancing UI Development with Codia AI

            
              cyberpunk - Feb 15
            

          

        

      
      
        
          
              
          
          
            Creating a Design System in React: A Comprehensive Guide

            
              Aayush Agarwal - Feb 5
            

          

        

      
      
        
          
              
          
          
            Setup React With Vite on VSCode: A Step-by-Step Tutorial

            
              Barnabas Ukagha - Feb 15
            

          

        

      
  

    
  

  
    
  
    
  
    
      
    
    Jastria Rahmat
  




  Follow


  
    Well, here I am. What are your other two wishes?
  


  
    	
          
            Location
          

          
            Longitude: -97.8220 Latitude: 37.7510.  pick me up
          

        
	
            
              Education
            

            
              Doctorate of Philosophy 
            

          
	
            
              Work
            

            
              Real Estate Developer at Lostend  Foundation
            

          
	
        
          Joined
        

        
          Jan 24, 2019
        

      


  


  


      
        
          
            More from Jastria Rahmat
          

        
        
            
              Customizing Bootstrap 5 Color Theme In React JS "create-react-app"
              
                  #react
                  #bootstrap
                  #scss
                  #bootstrap5
              

            
            
              Adding SASS to create-react-app
              
                  #react
                  #sass
                  #css
                  #scss
              

            
        

      







  



















    

  

    

  
    
      DEV Community — A constructive and inclusive social network for software developers. With you every step of your journey.
    


    

        	
    
      Home
    
    
  
	
    
      Podcasts
    
    
  
	
    
      Videos
    
    
  
	
    
      Tags
    
    
  
	
    
      DEV Help
    
    
  
	
    
      Forem Shop
    
    
  
	
    
      Advertise on DEV
    
    
  
	
    
      DEV Showcase
    
    
  
	
    
      About
    
    
  
	
    
      Contact
    
    
  
	
    
      Guides
    
    
  
	
    
      Software comparisons
    
    
  



    

        	
    
      Code of Conduct
    
    
  
	
    
      Privacy Policy
    
    
  
	
    
      Terms of use
    
    
  



    
      Built on Forem — the open source software that powers DEV and other inclusive communities.

      Made with love and Ruby on Rails. DEV Community © 2016 - 2024.

    

  





    
  
    
      
    
    
      
          We're a place where coders share, stay up-to-date and grow their careers.
      

    

    
      
        Log in
      
      
        Create account
      
    

  






    

  

  
    
    
    
    
    



  
  